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most vital interests, and that not only from the historical point of
view, but also from the geographical and, above all, from the economic,
angle.

They are also of opinion that it is necessary first of all, before taking
up a new position, to wait until developements within Czechoslovakia
has been clarified, as well as for the improvement which cannot fail
to be the result in the relations between that country and the neigh-
bouring States.

No. 52

M. V. DE LACROIX, French Minister in Prague,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Prague, March 10,  1939.

THE negotiations that were taken up again yesterday in Prague by
the delegates of the Slovak Cabinet have culminated to-night in a new
crisis which led the Government of Prague to dismiss President Tiso,
as well as the Ministers Durcansky, Cabusinsky and Vanco. At the
same time, the Czechoslovak Government entrusted the Government
of the province to M. Sivak, who until now was Minister for Public
Instruction.

According to the first information received, it seems that the fol-
lowing interpretation can be placed on the events leading to this
decision which does not affect the autonomous arrangements stipulated
in November last.

It is said that the Czechs rejected the Slovak proposal for the
organization, not of a federal State, but a Confederation of States.
In their opinion such a system did not afford them sufficient guarantees
and involved serious risks for the future. In the Bratislava Cabinet,
with which the Slovak negotiators were in constant communication
by telephone, the uncompromising elements are said to have declared
themselves for resistance.

In these circumstances the Government of Prague decided to recall
the Ministers who were under the influence of the extremists, as well
as the Prime Minister of Slovakia, who had proved incapable of keep-
ing them in check. The Government also decided to take important
police measures in Slovakia, so as to be ready for any contingency.

LACROIX.

No. 53

M, V. DE LACROIX, French Minister in Prague,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Prague, March 10, 1939.

ACCORDING to information I have just received from Bratislava,
the Central Government until now seems to remain in control of the
situation in spite of intense agitation. The military authorities, under
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